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the symbols used. These can, if necessary, be continued on
the back of the card.
The boundaries of the quadrat are made with tapes or
laths pegged with meat skewers or surveying " arrows " at
the corners. The boundary tapes or laths should be marked
in decimetres.
In charting it is well to have a wooden metre scale, and
to lay this parallel with and one decimetre from the bottom
boundary lath or tape, thus cutting off a strip a decimetre
broad. A blank chart or decimetre scale may then be laid
a decimetre from the end of this strip so that a square
decimetre of vegetation is enclosed. The charting of this
square decimetre on the corresponding square centimetre
of the chart is then proceeded with, and when finished the
decimetre scale is moved a decimetre along the strip and so
on, until the strip is completed, when the metre scale is
moved another decimetre up, and so on until the whole
quadrat is charted. In this way, i.e. by charting a square
decimetre at a time, the maximum of ease and accuracy is
obtained. In charting each square decimetre the " joins "
with the adjacent ones already charted are checked by
the symbols already made. By starting at the bottom and
working upwards injury to the plants by lying on them
before they are charted is avoided. These precautions are
very necessary when working with dense vegetation to
which the eyes must be brought very close. If the quadrat
is to be photographed this should be done before the charting
is begun for the same reason.
For very close vegetation, consisting of a great number
of individual plants in a small area, the scale of 1:10 is
not sufficiently large. A scale of i: 5 is usually large enough
for such communities, though in extreme cases 1:2, or
even i: i, may be necessary. The chart should be of the
same size (one square decimetre), but each square centimetre
of the chart will then represent respectively 25, 4, or i square
centimetre of the vegetation.